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A brew with a cause

Half of net profits from Founding Fathers beer will go
to support U.S. military veterans and their families.

By DAVID PHELPS
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Although not a veteran himself, Knutsens fa-
ther and father-in-law both served in the Army
and his son is studying umumm
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his career path. But he didn't set out specifical-
lytobrewbeer.

like Paul
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That's when Jerde came into the picture, In-
troduced by a mutual friend, Jerde provided

Found- Knutsen with a beer business tutorial. Knutsen

Daug Jerde, director of
Distributing in Maple Plain, said he expected
to sell 4,000 cases of Founding Fathers by the
end of 2011
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Founding Fathers, which retails from $999 10
$12.99 for a 12-pack of bottles, is now available
only in Minnesota and North Dakota but will be
sold in an additional seven states by midyear.

The creation of the lager traces back to 2009
when Knutsen, after 22 years with American

decided it

then found a brewmaster who lived in Rhode
Island. Enutsen described the type of lager he
wanted, and the brewmaster went to work.
“Ikmew enough about beer to know the kind
of [taste] profile ] wanted,” Knutsen said. “The
count was higher to give it the per-
ception of a quality beer”
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$9.9940 512,99 for
a12-pack,is now
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by midyear,

sold to City Brewing, which then found room for
the initial run of Founding Fathers at its facili-
ty in Latrobe, Pa.

“That's the best thing that could have hap-
pened to us” Knutsen said.

Knutsen, without offering specifics, said he
“drained just about everything Thad” to finance
his project while raising more money from in-
‘vestorsin a private placement last September.

His marketing budget is modest. He's got a
smn]l.pﬂmnnehnmdmandtdzesmmxalmﬁ-
dia for d-

But it's Founding Faﬂ\eﬁ connection with

Immchllotofnewpmdum the time,"” said
Jerde. “But the story is the thing that makes it
asy to jump on board [with Founding Fathers
beerl.”
InMinnesots, Founding Fathers has partnered

m‘edproduct Knutsen moved to his next step
—finding a brewery.

oF thm:ghtﬂnswnddbeﬂ!e easiest thing to
do in the whole process. It was the hardest,"he
recalled.

As it turned out, brewers were using their
excess capacity to make popular energy drinks
nnd!eas. not more beer, Knutsen approached

Brewingml.a Crosse, Wis,, but couldn't
quite pull off a deal because of capacity issues.
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with the Mi Military Family Foundation,
anonprofit that provides financial assistance for
families of deployed mmmbm,m Teelt

have a choice to help support military
that's pretty compelling, isn't it?"
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