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The want for a new business

venture that also gives back led
Orono’s Phil Knutsen to beer.

Last Wednesday, Knutsen

introduced Founding Fathers,

an all-American beer that
will donate half of its
profits to military famili

By Matt Kane
Sports Editor
MAPLE FLAIN — Appraimately
150,000 cases of boer are howsed daily at
the Day Distributing Co in Maple Plain A
walk through the 90,000-square-foot ware-
house will leave the average beer drinker
salivating over the thought of 50 many re.
freshing suds in one place,
, cans and kegs of Rolling Rock,
Grain Belt. Schell’s, Labatt and dazens o
are stacked neally across the
floor, and, late Toesday night, those al-
ready-established longnecks welcomed &
new brew, feawring three familiar faces,
to the warchouse When the truck -hxv
S oo, um rolled Ovorge Washi
fferson and Ben Fran)
llwlnm‘lm rn:u stamped on the labels of
Founding Fathers Beer, which was dovel-
oped justa bifiocals-view away from the dis-
tnbutor, which sits on Hwy 12
Wednesday afternoon, (he founding fa-
ther of Founding Fathers, Phil Knutsen of
Orono, introduced his new lager beer 1o a
small gathering of fricnds, Day employess
and media members at the e Plain dis-
tribulor, of ficially putting Founding Fathers

on the ma

The arrival of the three American heros
came less than (wo days after (he first bottle
of Founding Fathers was filled at a brewery
in Latrobe, PA, and three years alter Knut-
sen brainstormed the idea while looking for a
new business venture that would alse serve lo

give back 102 worthy cause

I hadbeen with an organization for 22 years, and
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A salute to the troops

Loal businessman Phil Knutsen (¢econd fram sight) laads a toast Wednesday during the launch party

for his Founding Fathers beer at Day Distributing

In Maple Plain. loining Knutsen in the 10ast are (from

feft) 1.8 Ball, the founder of Tee It Up for Traops, Day Distrlbuting Director of peratians Daug Jarde, and
Tom Lyons, & member o the buard of diectorsfor the Minnesota Miltary Family Foundation. Founding

thoughtit was time to do something different.” said
Knulsen, who gave up o suecessful career in gales

ind Lyons” charities.

Actually, the decision of hat charitics to give

his beer, I had a thought that | would start a com-
pany similar (o Paul Newman's Newmar's Own
They are n nonprofit thal makes everyday cotsun-
ables, and they are quality products. We were ol
interested in being a. i, but | was interested.
in donaling a largs portion of the profits of some-
thing we produced back to an organi zation we felt
aligned with Founding Fathers products, which is

influenced that n

) o & P b e gkt
what was a good name for a company thatis Irying
1o donate buck to the familics of the troops. We
came up with “Founding Fathers,” and think it is 2
perfect tie-in.” he said.

Exch botle rele ol the comietion bencn
the beers® mission and the trio hingion, Jel-
forson and Frankln the besl The laels ead

to came beloe he best vas mamed, and preaty
e 3 10 Kauise

2 company that makes everyday.
consumables.”

Founding Fathers is more than a refreshing la-
ser The company has vowed (o give 50 percent of
s profts to charil;

“We wanted fo fmpuct many people, and just
about everybody | know bas a military lie,” said
Knutsen, who, himself, has a son in the Air Foree.
“We thought, *What a great way to affect a great
number of people” These menind women put their
lives on the fine for all of us to be tlking today T
il be nice o give Back 1 somlhingal o cur
customers can rally arou

So, with a formal In\!l and salute Wednesday,
it was anpounced thal the benefactors of Founding
Fatnrs dotions wil beTee It Up for Troops and
the Minnesota Military Family Foundation,

o which help veterans and their families cope with
military lie
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Linda Splettstoeszer
Edina Realty.
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with our founding fathers are the principles that
néed io be preserved lo Keep America sirong.”
tsen and his wife, Teri, who is a sccond-
grade teacher a Orons, have the one sonn the AT
Foree, o lso i boys, who are sohoanors
Knulsen's father and father-in-law wene
.m: military members.

“The money for Founding Fathers and, thus, the
two military charities siarted rolling in fate last
vacek when cases first hi the shelves at Twin Cil-
fes-area liguor stores and bars.

Delano Wine and Spirits received is first 15 esis-
s around 3:30 pm. Store Manager Nancy Drumsta
said her decision to stock Founding Fathers vwas an
casy one, considering two main factors

FQUNDING FATHERS, page 28
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Saturday, December 3

Wine, beer and soda sales all evening.
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Loretto Quilts vith many homemade ltems foe sale,

Loretto, Minnesota

Vocalst.

l “Great st Gifts forall ages”.
Sunday, December 4

Oyer 100 SilentAuction Bakets open fom 6-10 pm for bidding.

“Bulld Your Own Omefet™ breakfast with Saint Nicholas, 8:30 am-Hoon. “Bring your camera”.
Gonzo the Clown and Face pating for the children,

‘ Dawingat 1230 pm.

|
‘ Fo Information contact Exl Lioyd @763-477-5045
: MARK YOUR CALEHDAR FOR OUR GREAT WINTER FEST EHKUII!

Silent Aucton oses at 1230 pm and bashets avrarded. "Wall of Wine™
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Founding Fathers looking to make a name in America

FOUNDING FATHERS, from 18

“We want it for the local tie (o the
area, from Maple Flain, and for the
fact that it; supports our veterans and
their families,” she said “We just
think it is going 10 bea big hit”

The Delana liquor store Is commit-
ted 1o 15 more cases,

Drumsta knows Minnesotans are
loyal to their locally-produced prod-
et

sell very well, Took at

Ioyalty 10 the area,” llu:l:i?lk
The statistics don't lie. Pay Distrib-
uting has seen an explosion of orders

even been browed.

“Initial estimates said ‘let’s )
one-third of a load {over 400 cases.),”
said Day Distributing Diceetor of Op-
erations Doug Jerde, who has played
a key roll in the launch of Found-
ing Fathers, and was included in the
toast Wednesday, “After we sent our
salesmen to the street a month ago
to lake peoples’ temperatures, they

came back, after telling the story of
the product, with projections that we
can sell 3,000 cases the first month,
compared 1o the -H0 early estimate.
So, | put us all-in on 4,032 cases oa
straight semis, which would be fen-

et e o peeptbie fold cur nal esimate”
before a drop o the la-
gerhad
Founding Fathers is not brewed in

Minnesota, but the Land of 10,000 Lakes is

to at least 15 beers that are brew inside

. Here is MnBeer.com’s list of
Minnesota-owned beer companies

Even though he estimaled high on
his initial order from the brewery,
Jerde in convineed he should have or-
dered even more.

“I's just & hunch at this point, but
1 guessed 4000 cases would run me
through the end of the year. But | can
tell you right now, after having the
beer hero for a day, it will be a very
happy Thanksgiving, and o not quite
50 mnrry Christmas.”

Meaning there might not be any
Founding Fathers left from the first
batch to wet Santa Claus® averworked
whistle.

Good thing for Sanla, the second
batch of Founding Fathers began
brewing last Friday, and will be ready
by mid-December

he reception has

been great and it should
be in the majority of
stores. 1T you don't
see it in there, ask
them about if, and
they can got it in"
said Koutsen
Drumsta’s dee-
laration that the
local appeal and
uivmg clforis of

Fathers, that it's
story will help
makz it a sue-
cess

elting launch we
have had here”
Jerde told the

At that launch,
o
battles of Found-
mi::lhn did pot

il 1o a store

or barroom. At
the owner, Knul-
sen was given the
first bottle thal came
off the line, and, for
his work in helping
develop the uet,
Jerde was given the
sccond  bottle, which
is now displaged in his
office at Day Distribut-

“The guy reached in
the line and grabbed two
bottles, and we tried it be-
fore it was ever even pas-
teurized. We had it before
it was beer, essentially, in
its final produer” Jerde
said
And their thoughts, which
could be biased:
=T ik it 10 pood,” Jerde
said "1t has some amber cal-
or, and is nol mainsiream pre-
mium looking.”
"I was awcsome,”  gaid
Knutsen “It’s a litle unique;
it's mot typical It has a darker
color, but is a very smooth beer.
S0, does ing Fathers go
well with a steak or hot
“All of the above This is a
beer you can take out fishing with
you,"Knutsen said. “T'his is not a
craft beer, this is an American
domestic premium.”
And, appatently. Founding
Fathers is good for breakfast, us
Knutsen's and Jerde's first sips
came al 6 am. Monday morning
(Nowv. 4.
The uniquencss of Founding
Fathers is its amber color. Other-

wise, i1 tastes Jike it belongs in the
ealegory with the big three — Bud-
weicer, Coors and Miller That's ex-
acily what Knutsen was after when

together with a
bunch of and tested all of
the domestic premiums — (rom the
lagers 1o the lights — we came up
with what we ﬂwmiulgm wn: :lm:ﬁh
I.hnLHrryhndg il enjoy 1t Heu
snmolmmmg domestic lager,” he

BrJ'wz he introduced Founding
Fathers, Kmitsen said he raroly
the same beer twice,
preferring to try different prod-
uets 17 he had to pick o domes-
tic premium lager, his choice
was ustally Yuengling, the
Ameriean-madk lager lrom
Pousville, PA, which is
just over four hours east
of

Now, with his own
premium lager on the
markel, Knulsen in-
tends to battle for sales
against Yuengling and
the biy three, but how re-
alistic is it, really, to-compete

with the ber giants?

Just haurs after Phil H

Knutsen introduced

Funmﬁnq Fathers
ic

bl
wmleoﬂay after-
noon (right), Dale
Ronning  (above)
was setting up the
Founding  Fathers
ay at Delano
Wine and Spirits.
Tating In another
dolly full of the beer
Is Day Distributing’s
NickSchaffer, Using
its  all-Amercan
status, Founding
Fathers hopes to
Join the big three as
Amerlca's tap-sell-
Ing lagers.

“We are the small-cnd distributor.
We know the giants are Bud, Miller
amd Coors, Competing with ther 18
one term, however, it isn't like any-
body is trying to run anybody else out
of town. A new company like this just
wants a little sliver of that action,”
said Jerde ffom his office, where a
portrait of DosEquis’ Most Interest-
ing “Man in the World” looks down
on him “Competing with them means
that you are using & quality product,
priced exactly the same as the main-
stream big-three national brands. It
means you are similar 1o them. Now
it's our job, as the distributar, 1o give
you the reason (o ry some-
thing different™

Knutsen explained fur-
ther.

“The growth in the
beer industry has been
in the craft beers. That
grows ul aboul a 10-15 pereent elip
every year,” Knuisen explained. “The
large-selling  domestic miums,
which have been on the dedline for
years but siill have tremendous vol-
ume, really haven't had o challenge
1o that market in years. Think about
when a beer was last intredied 1o
mmpelc wlth ll\n Budweisers, there
hasn't bee

Anhm.lll!r Busch InBev, which
makes Budweiser, had revenues of
$36.3 billion in 2010, SABMiller had
revenues of $18.02 billion.

From the initial batch that was
brewed at the Latrobe brewery, which
was a Pennsylvania landmark for
Ralling Rock until the recipe was
bought by Budwelser in 20X6, 7,500
cases of the Founding Fathers lager

was browed: The beer was distribut-
ed around the Twin Cilies and Fargo
arcas, After the new year, Founding
Fathers Light will also be introduced,
and the products will be in seven
more states — Florida, Georgia,
lowa, Maryland, Missouri, Tennes-
see and Wisconsin. A um line
of Founding Fathers will make its de-
but in the summer of 2012 To ense
the pressure off Latrobe, Founding
Fnlinﬂwillabuhkmwd in Mem-
phis, TN, and LaCrosse, W

Sl we are 10 ncxnpu: with the
Fargest brewries in the United States,
we have o be on the national level”

Founding Fathers best way to com-
pele is lo promade it's giving ways and
all-American background.

While the big three
originated in the Unit-

ed States and siill
hold corporate offic-
e here, they are no-
Jonger all-American
Anheuver-Buschis
awned by the Brasil-
inn-Belgium compa-
ny lan and Mi%kr
is owned by the Unit-
ed  Kingdom-based
SABMller,  which
has a joint venture
with Mulluﬂm

While  Jerde
happy to séll lmpomd

preducts at Day Disteib-

uling, which serves 15 counlies

in Minnesota, his uny ted

exeitement over the launch of Found-

Fathers had lo do with American
patriotism.

“We sell beers from Belgium
and Japan and Canada and Mexico
and Germany and lreland, us well
as Minnesota' Our largest supplicr
is from Minnesola (August Schell
Brewing Company). There is a Min-
nesota twist,” Jerde said “The thing
about Founding Fathers is: Ameciean
owned, American bottled; Amertean
brewed — in fact, Minnesota-owned
with an office that is just four miles
from here ™

Each bolile declares, Founding Fa-
thers is “Keeping American strong
one beer alime." Knutsen and Jerded
will st to that, and ene could bet
Washington, Jefferson and Franklin
would, loo.
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